
Mr. Dennis Finn, 
Jvneau ,Alaska . 

Juneau ,Alaska , A- t 25, 1’325- 

Dear S i r :  

I n  your l e t t e r  of  aDpointment t o  ne 2-t the outset of my duties for  
t h i s  year, you requested that I use special care i n  obseying candiitions and 
at the end o f  the season submit such recomndations as i n  my (stla9ment would 
make fo r  the benefit of the Bureau, also f o r  thzt of %Ere fishing i n h s t r y .  
I W e  therefore much pleasxre i n  sn%:citting the follovtng: 

So f a r  as o m  cfistrict was concerned, the regulations f o r  t h i s  
year m r e  sornenht harsh. The deadline could with advmtage have been l e f t  
as it ~ 3 s  last year. As it stmiis at present, the Bay i s  vir tual ly  closed, 
t o  co,mercid f i s h i q  while apparently offering a f a i r  chance of success. 
I do not fo rge t  t h t  the large catches fo r  last year would a p a r e n t l y  indicate 
thet the rest r ic t ions were t o o  lenient,  but actuelly that i s  not so. It is my 
understanding th?t an  escapement of f i f t y  percent i s  quite satisfactory to 
the Bur~m. This e,?sount vas easi ly  reached last year, a fact that I t r i e d  to 
mdke plain i n  m37 reports an6 one which i s  amply suDported by the imense 
quantit ies of fpj present i n  the streams th i s  spring. That the escapement 
of the year before must also hczve been very large i s  also plain t b t  f o r  the 
echools of young salmon i n  salt water f o r  the f i r s t  time, were reminiscent of 
the o l d  2ays before the ban years. 
in -pact ical ly  a t o t a l  escapenent, with the result  that when I m s  called in, 
the stremns vtere already overcrowded, though the run  is by no means finished. 
The eggs of rim af te r  run of salmn are lost now, rooted out ,and destroyed by 
the fol lor ing masses of f i s k  whose spawn i n  turn has l i t t l e  chance o f  Surtriving. 
I am of  the opinion that, largely specking, the only f i s h  t h R t  ail1 actual ly  
propagate w i l l  be those of the f ina l  run. I f  t h i s  run f o l l o w s  the usual course 
f o r  Gambier Bay, and I see no logical reason f o r  doubting i t ,  then the September 
f i sh  only w i l l  count f o r  th i s  yens. 
nett ing o f  at least  f i f t y  percent of the running salmon is an undoubted 
advantage. Under the present regulations th i s  is  an absolute inpossibil i ty.  
I woul2 like also t o  c a l l  t o  your a t tent ion the need f o r  a robust c q a i g n  
aga5mst the mtur al enemies of the salmon i n  Gambier Bay. A t  present, most 
of them enjoy protection under the rulings of the D e p a r t a e ~ ,  for  the Burenn o f  
1s iologi ca l  Survey. 

This year the new ruling has resulted 

It would therefore appear that the 

To destroy the eagle while alloving; full freedom t o  the gul l ,  tern, 
cormorant and all the hundred rtnc? one va r i t i e s  of predatory divers is worse thein 
useless. !The most indifferent observer conld not f a i l  to  be imressed by the 
great shugh te r  by these birds of the young salmon; m d  i n  the case of  the gulls 
by the skkil with vhich they pick the eyes from the actual nuxlirg salzon when 
crossing a r i f f l e  at once mzlcirg of  t h e i r  par t icular  victims and t h e i r  spawn an 
Fibsolute loss for pamoses of pmpag&ion. 

In  conclusion, I muld l ike  to s t ress  the importance of the bay both 
a s  a comercial  fishing grounc? and also as a region f o r  the propaet ion of  salmon. 
! b e  rn of  f i s h  t o  the tmo streaas-m?er my observation was, and no doubt s t i l l  is, 
a heavr one. 
Drescnt not only i n  the bay, but a l s o  fron the reports of  fishermen and e m e r y  

-- 
!his vas p z p  i n  part Sue t o  the large amount of f resh  water 



tender crews, i n  the channel waters f o r  m-my miles around. 
wo5i.d account not only fo r  the f i s h  missing the traps i n  greater m b e r  
than usual, but also f o r  t he i r  w i n g  t o o  fas t  enc! deep f o r  the zverage 
fishermzn to  catch. Ebwever, tlht my be, from al l  I can gather an? from 

With reasona3le reguht ion there i s  30 T’PRSDI~ w5y i t  s h o d d  not be a fis‘n- 
ing ground for all t i m e  and the best propagating region in the central 
d i s t r i c t .  It  i s  i n  addi t isn pa ideal piece f o r  the stud;p o f  the l i f e  
his tory and habits of the salmon, t o g e t h r  Kith those of the various other 
f i s h  that prey upon them. Ehile it &oes not arrpear t o  be known t o  the 
average t r o l l e r ,  it is vithout doubt also one of the best K i q  salmon places 
i n  the country. It was not unusual fo r  the cznnery employees, t o  catch fram 
six t o  eight salmon i n  eo. Ilmr fishing. If I may be permitted I m o u l C  l i k e  
t o  q h s i z e  the i q o r t m c e  o f  the m t c b n ’ s  services an? the aiivisability 
of pro3onglng the period of  t he i r  e q l o m e n t .  The purely police mrk side 
o f  i t  is  becoming m r e  an6 more unnecessary. T%e rigid enforceDent o f  t5e  
l a w  on the part of the Bureau of f i c i a l s  has res l l ted  i n  a very vhalesoqe 
respect fo r  the dangers of J i o l P t i m ,  and I doubt t:wt oze percext of the 
fishermen c o d d  be in&uced t o  take a c h n c e  i n  any closed zr6.z. The ot3er 
side o f  the m t t e r  is the value of the mtchnan as a gatherer of data. 
or should be, yoiir resident observer, given the abi l i t j r  t o  B r m  well weieed 

t o  the whole f isher ies ,  both t’ae Blreau a d .  tfie cornercia1 corporations is 
verx r e d .  It wou ld  therefore, i f  possible, be be t te r  t o  gauge 3 5 s  period 
of erqloment nct Perely by the duration o f  the open season i n  k;is d i s t r i c t ,  
but by the length of t i ne  that it is  possible t o  obtain data. o f  2racticnl value 
f o r  the f u t m e  operation o f  the Bureau. 

This fact  

om experience of several Yeitrs, the Bay is 9u-d alvays b s  been unusuzl. 

He is, 

uncolored conclusions from aincere and intel l igent  observztions, his  value 

It has been a. grezt pleasure t o  ge t o  be acsociated i n  t%is v o ~ k ,  
more especially as i t  i s  i n  a l l  probability last season i n  i t ,  f o r  unless 
I am suff ic ient ly  fortunate t o  obtain a permanent connection w i t h  the Bureau 
I shall not be able t o  pork mith it at all.  

I f  there is  anfihing tkLzt I h - e  overlooked, o r  there i s  m y  

I CRTL be reached at the Cliff  Apartments, o r  at Box 46 Post Office, 
other in formt ion  that I cnn sup?ly, I shall be &c! t g  ha e you c a l l  upon 
me for it. 
Juneau. 

Jo’m Yorke, 
Stre,m Guard. 

C O P Y  



Estimate of fish i n  Ford and Slocum Arm, 
C.F.Anderson, Strean Guard. 

* * * *  * * *  * * * * *  

Sept .l Ford Arm - 50,000 dogs; Huorphcks ani! Cohoes in the creeks. 

Sept .2 Waterfall Cove 200,000 huxpbacks aaC: Cohoes io tfie creek. 

Sept .2 ;Flat Cove 200,000 Chums, Emp3acks and  dohoes 

Sept 03 Slocum Arm l50,OoO Humpbacks a d  Cohoes (in head of the bay 
TIE b,ay i s  full of m i e s  and Cohoes) 


